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on	 control	 in	Brazil.	Having	 as	 a	 central	 research	










selected	 theme.	Therefore,	 it	 is	 concluded	 that	 the	
media	 criminology	 in	practice	 in	Brazil	maintains	
the	invisibility	of	massive	social	damage,	managing	
information	 and	data	 in	 a	differential	way,	while	
adapting	to	digital	media	stimulates	the	consumption	
of	violence	related	 to	crime,	 ignoring	 the	profound	
problems	 that	affect	 the	Brazilian	 reality.	Thus,	 the	
attention	 to	 algorithms	 as	 a	 fundamental	 part	 of	
the	media	definition	helps	 to	understand	how	 the	
population’s	direction	is	moved	away	from	complex	
issues,	unprecedented,	 leveraged	by	 strategies	 that	
prompt	immediate	reactions	towards	the	profitability	
of	the	current	model	of	crime	consumption.
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tant	 sur	une	perspective	biopolitique	de	 l’analyse	
technologique	 axée	 sur	 le	 contrôle	 au	Brésil.	Avec	
comme	problème	de	recherche	central,	les	développe-
ments	actuels	des	 stratégies	de	 contrôle,	 en	 termes	
technologiques,	 que	 l’on	peut	 observer	 au	Brésil.	
L’objectif	principal	de	l’œuvre	consiste	donc	à	déter-
miner	 les	modifications	biopolitiques	de	 l’insertion	
de	 nouveaux	 dispositifs	 technologiques,	média-

























from	 the	 academic	 approaches	 by	 ruling	 a	 specific	
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in	 the	 very	 understanding	 of	 social	 control.	 For	 this	
reason,	 the	research	question	 is	what	are	 the	differentials	
perceived,	 through	 a	 bio-political	 reading,	 in	media	
criminology,	especially	in	Brazil?	Based	on	this	questioning,	
a	phenomenological-hermeneutic	 approach	 is	 structured,	
having	 as	main	 bases	 the	most	 recent	 bibliographical	
references	 and	 at	 the	 same	 time	news	 about	 the	 theme,	
since	the	approach	of	new	digital	media	requires	constant	
interaction	with	these	devices.
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have	been	pointed	as	 a	 solution	 to	mathematical	misun-















conglomerates,	 or	 analyzing	mergers,	 seeking	 the	 idea	 of	 	preserving	
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from	an	uncritical	perspective	of	 technology	as	 a	 sign	of	
progress	is	a	spiral	that	can	enclose	everyone	in	a	romantic	
view	of	neutral	mathematical	calculations	and	the	subjects	
involved	with	 such	 creations,	 enhancing	unrestricted	use	
harmful	to	the	penal	system.	On	the	other	hand,	opening	
up	to	 this	kind	of	approach	makes	 it	possible	 to	see	how	
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their	 calculations.	 It	 is	 commonly	believed	 that	 searching	
mechanisms	and	other	artificial	intelligence-based	devices	
(algorithms)	are	elaborated	for	personalization	filters	only,	
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tools	 are	 usually	 attenuated,	 ignoring	 the	 oppression	
that	 algorithms	 exert.	However,	 how	 to	 justify	 that	 in	
2015,	Google’s	 face	 recognition	device	 likewise	 indicated	
“monkeys”	 and	 “animals”	 as	 the	first	 result	 for	African	











by	 smart	devices,	 as	 searching	mechanisms,	 locators	and	
biometric	 instruments	work	 together	 (network	mapping)	
in	an	attempt	to	predict	behaviors	and	lead	to	the	desired	
responses	by	 the	holders	of	 these	bio-political	 tools15.	On	
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together	 or	 separately,	 but	 generally	 end	up	 composing	
a	virtual	 identity	 (appreciated	according	 to	 risk	margins,	
especially	when	addressing	 the	 interests	 of	 the	 criminal	
system)	or	a	digital	version	of	each	individual,	capable	of	
providing	 information	 ranging	 from	which	products	you	
would	like	to	consume	even	which	may	lead	you	to	vote	or	
protest	against	someone17.
For	 these	 reasons,	 the	question	about	 the	 criteria	of	
algorithms	currently	imposed	is	so	valuable,	as	Pasquale18 
realizes.	The	author,	when	questioning	such	factors,	aims	
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It	 is	 noticed	 that	 some	 environments	 are	 used	 as	
laboratories	 for	 algorithms	 testing,	 and	 these	 properly	
tested	models	can	be	exposed	to	new	individuals	and	new	
functions,	 thus	 increasing	 the	 efficiency	 of	 any	 element	
desired	 by	 the	 neoliberal	model	 in	which	 everything	








and	 transformations	motivated	by	 feedback	patterns.	 In	






state	 responsibilities	 in	 democratic	 societies,	 projecting	
the	 responsibility	 to	 the	people	 of	 acting	 for	 their	 own	
development	and	public	disengagement	(meeting	the	market	
needs),	 always	 seeking	 to	maximize	efficiency	applied	 to	
human	management.
Reminding	that	this	control	management	only	becomes	
viable	 through	 the	 “free”	 contribution	 of	 users,	who	
voluntarily	expose	themselves	over	the	most	varied	aspects	
of	their	lives.	Based	on	this	factual	context	is	that	Harcourt,	
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and	Laval’s27	warning	 by	 saying	 that	 an	 undemocratic	
position	 is	part	of	 the	neoliberal	propositions,	 so	 that	 the	
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This	type	of	contours	has	a	kind	of	formal	democratic	





entrepreneurial	 responsibility	of	 the	 subject.	This	 reveals	
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Obviously,	 the	 emphasis	 of	 the	 exception	 seeks	 to	

























FELIPE DA VEIGA DIAS E AUGUSTO JOBIM DO AMARAL 225
Revista Brasileira de Estudos Políticos | Belo Horizonte | n. 123 | pp. 211-254 | jul./dez. 2021




















alienation”35.	 This	modality	 of	 racism	 is	 easily	 observed	
in	 the	statements	based	on	fear,	 risk	and	distinction	with	
the	“criminal”	enemy	in	their	existence,	either	in	the	clash	
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Therefore,	 in	 case	 the	data/metadata	 is	 accessible	









37 STREVA,	2017,	p.	 244.	Complemented	with	 the	approach	of	AMOORE,	
2013,	p.	51.
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on mathematical algorithms in order to determine future 
predilections41)	that	are	the	frequent	target	of	the	criminal	










40 FÓRUM	BRASILEIRO	DE	 SEGURANÇA	PÚBLICA,	 2019.	As	 already	
argued,	the	splitting	between	one	and	others	can	be	seen	in	Rio	de	Janeiro	
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executed	by	the	penal	system,	properly	authorized	by	the	
logic	of	risk.	For	this	reason,	the	approach	taken	by	media	






Delineating	 the	practices	of	 a	media	 criminology	 in	








roles,	 non-white	 individuals,	 homosexuals,	 immigrants,’	






ful	weapon	 to	break	new	political	 course,	with	 the	direct	
action	of	media	 criminology.	 Investment	 in	government	
advertising47,	allied	with	the	possible	manipulation	of	politi-
46 STANLEY,	2018,	p.	112.
47 Mass	media	 and	advertising	 strategies	 also	directly	 contribute	 to	 the	
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of	 the	bodies	 aimed	at	maximizing	death.	The	 control	 of	
the	 indelibly	 connected	population	on	digital	platforms,	
increasingly	 quantified,	 calculated	 and	 reduced	 to	data	
subject	 to	 negotiation	 and	 algorithm	management,	 and	







very	means	proposed	 to	almost	nullify	dialogue	 in	 favor	
of	 one-dimensional	narratives,	 to	 change	 the	 features	 of	
citizens	for	consumers,	in	a	policy	that	is	not	very	interested	
in	 the	 common	 and	more	 concerned	with	 the	 acts	 of	
government	as	a	marketing	product,	 an	adverse	 scenario	
for	the	development	of	complex	contemporary	democracies.	
Technological	 bases	 that	were	 previously	 camouflaged	
political	 parameters	 of	 neutrality	 and	use	 their	 alleged	
objectivity	to	decisively	influence	democracies48.	Algorithms	
operate	with	 the	unrestricted	use	of	devices	 such	as	 fake	
p.	224.
48 MOROZOV,	2018,	p.	142.
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news,	so	that	behavior	on	the	internet	not	only	reproduces	
















aspect	 that	 segments	 	 the	 thought	 into	quantifiable	 (and	
profitable)	parts,	fully	assimilated	by	each	one	of	us	“self-














of	work	 as	 a	 formally	 autonomous	 and	 substantially	dependent	 self-
enterprise”.
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voters	of	 the	 then	presidential	 candidate,	 Jair	Bolsonaro,	
were	found	to	have	believed	in	fake	news54 from social-media 
such	as	Facebook	and	Twitter,	which	demonstrates	that	the	
construction,	 tampering	or	manipulation	of	 truth	 (post-
truth)55	is	not	considered	objectionable	as	long	as	it	proposes	
a	simple	narrative	capable	of	fulfilling	its	desires.	Properly	
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recalling	 the	 undeniable	 contribution	 of	 Cambridge	
Analytica59.	The	aforementioned	company	fixes	its	attention	
on	advertising	based	on	the	analysis	of	the	digital	profiles	











impact	power.	Also	adding,	 the	use	of	 these	 instruments	
can	 even	 simulate	 the	 existence	 of	 people	 through	AIs	
(artificial	intelligence),	known	as	bots	(or	social	bots)	that	are	
“controlled	by	software,	algorithmically	generating	content	
and	 establishing,	 interactions”62,	which	 could	 commonly	
coordinate	volunteer	 activities,	 boost	publications,	news,	
publicity,	 but	 that	 also	 composes	 a	 stimulus	pattern	 for	









one	of	 the	 factors	analyzed	 in	 the	Omidyar	Group	report	on	 the	effect	
of	 social	networks	on	public	discourse.	The	 report	 concluded	 that,	 in	
addition	to	increasing	polarization,	social	networks	tend	to	undermine	
trust	in	institutions	and	hinder	fact-based	discussions	and	debates	that	
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of	the	newspaper	Folha de São Paulo,	still	in	late	2018,	when	
the	 so-called	 bots	 forged	hate	 speeches	 in	 publications	
without	 any	political	 or	 electoral	 ties	 (the	 publications	
regarded	about	 jewelry	and	a	famous	bar	owner),	having	
been	activated	by	keywords,	 in	 the	 specific	 case	“bolovo”	
and	“bolso”	-	in	reference	/	defense	to	the	then	presidential	
candidate	Jair	Bolsonaro65.	Another	demonstration	of	such	
was	 the	 reactivation	 of	mobilizations	 in	 several	 groups	
favorable	to	Bolsonaro	against	public	universities,	as	early	








the	 Indiana	University67 botometer	 tool,	which	verified	 in	
2019,	according	to	a	survey	by	NetLab,	linked	to	the	Federal	
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the	 current	Brazilian	president,	 showing	up	 to	over	 60%	
robots/bots	followers	on	Twitter,	this	is	not	a	Bolsonaro’s	




The	differential	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 current	Brazilian	
moment	 is	 its	 radicalism	 within	 a	 post-democratic	
government	conjuncture,	once	any	credibility	in	the	official	
government	 source	has	 been	 lost.	 There	 is	 an	 imminent	
danger	when	political	 agents	adopt	obvious	 lies	as	basis,	
because	“a	 fascist	 leader	can	replace	 the	 truth	 for	power,	
even	lying	inconsequentially”70	as	for	the	current	Brazilian	
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interests	and	the	use	of	bio-political	devices	to	operationalize	





there	would	be	 an	understanding	of	 the	 formation	of	 a	
psycho-politics	 fostered	by	 the	neoliberal	view	 in	 the	era	
of	Big	Data,	once	it	would	be	acting	on	micro	actions	that	
would	be	outside	the	standard	of	consciousness,	including	
digital	 personalities	 (digital	 unconscious),	 shaping	 the	
appropriation	of	population	behaviors	based	on	the	escape	
of consciousness73.
Kakutani’s	warnings,	 although	 the	 author	 focuses	
her	analysis	on	the	North	American	context,	they	are	fully	
adapted	to	the	national	scenario.	Projecting	a	hate	and	fear	
speech	on	social	 fractures	 is	a	political	 strategy	 that	aims	
to	hide	 the	mediocrity	 of	 its	 own	political	protagonists,	





affections	 -	 in	other	words,	propagate	 the	annihilation	of	
difference,	with	the	enormous	advantage	for	not	taking	direct	
responsibility	for	the	practices	of	violence75.
The	political	 conflict	 situation	or	 ideological	debate	
in	Brazil	is	a	“valuable	asset”	to	the	neoliberal	production	
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new	environment,	the	violence	of	political	power	is	fed	by	
the	exercise	of	the	freedom	of	the	subjects	who	provide	their	
data/metadata,	 transformed	 into	 spectators	of	 simplistic	
spectacles	 (appealing	 to	 primal	 feelings	 and	 emotions),	
typical	in	the	scenario	of	national	media	criminology,	often	
infused	with	authoritarianism,	hatred	and	violence.





They	 thus	have	extremes	of	 a	national	bi-politic	 (and	 for	
some	necropolitics)	with	futuristic	refinements,	with	their	
algorithms,	 in	 the	delimitation/manipulation	of	 human	
actions	while	the	penal	system	increases	its	power	of	death	
in	a	renewed	manner.
It’s	proper	 to	say,	 thus,	 that	a	criminology	media	 in	









leads	 to	 the	 formation	of	a	media	criminology	capable	of	
providing	considerable	subsidies	for	the	maintenance	of	a	
futuristic	project	of	death	and	violence,	which	will	be	duly	
commercialized,	 amplified	 and	profitable	 according	 to	
current	interests	in	a	country	like	Brazil.
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3. Technological transformations of media cri-
minology in Brazil




of	 the	 punitive	 exceptions	 and	 incursions	 against	 the	
population,	at	the	same	time	as	the	current	context	performs	
true	transformations	in	the	processes	of	selectivity.	However,	




Therefore,	 thinking	 about	 the	 direction	 of	media	
criminology	presupposes	 the	understanding	 that	 control	
is	 takes	place	 through	 a	flow	of	 technologies	put	 at	 the	





in	media	 strategies,	 because	 by	making	 the	 sociality	 a	
technical	component	through	algorithms,	“people’s	activities	
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the	 erstwhile	priests	 of	 opinion—now	seem	 increasingly	
anachronistic	and	superfluous	[...].	General	demediatization	
is	putting	an	end	to	the	era	of	representation”79.
The	 acknowledgment	 of	 this	 joint	 reasoning	 is	
demonstrated	 by	 reading	how	 interests	 and	 actions	 are	
quantified	 in	 the	 online	 universe,	 and	 thereby	 become	
guiding	bases	 to	 influence	users	 (remotely	 algorithmic).	
Dijck	introduces	that	activities	set	up	by	social	media,	such	
as	“giving	a	 like”,	 favor	“instant,	visceral,	 emotional	and	
positive	 ratings,”	 turning	popularity	 and	 other	 human	
aspects	 into	 something	 quantifiable	/	 calculable80.	 This	
intelligent	 power	 stimulates	 positive	 and	 non-negative	
feelings,	once	it	is	not	an	obligation	to	silence	up,	but	on	the	
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stimulus	produces	 the	 ephemeral	 instability	 of	 a	digital	
examination.	 “Furthermore,	 these	 groupings	 commonly	
seem	carnivalesque	-	ludic	and	nonbinding.	Herein	lies	the	
difference	between	the	digital	swarm	and	the	classic	crowd,	






between	 journalists,	 editors,	 their	working	 conditions,	 the	wider	
environment	and,	crucially,	news	sources”.	
FELIPE DA VEIGA DIAS E AUGUSTO JOBIM DO AMARAL 241


























more	 frequent	 in	democratic	 countries	where	 the	 issue	 is	
more	in	dispute”86.
83 HAN,	2017,	p.	12.
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However,	 the	 changes	 in	 the	 criminological	media	
field	are	not	only	related	to	 the	 insertion	of	 technological	













Thinking	of	 the	 image	understanding	 it	 as	 a	 living	
element	 is	 a	must	 and	 not	merely	 as	 something	 static	
(although	 they	use	 functionalizing	 instruments	 to	 reduce	
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Following	 the	 idea	 of	 	an	 “info-production”	 of	
technological	 capitalism,	 in	which	 all	 productive	 cycles	
are	involved,	“digitization	has	created	a	simulacrum	of	the	
world,	 operationally	 integrated	 to	 the	physical	world”92,	
composed	of	data,	speeches	and	images	capable	of	fomenting	
reactions,	 feelings	 and	 simplifications	 of	 reality.	 “If	 the	
image	is	the	reality,	this	also	means	that	reality	is	inconstant	
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Impossible,	 therefore,	not	 to	 reflect	 the	 criminology	
media	 since	 its	 punitive	 high	 operation	 carried	 out	 by	
the	 constant	 invisibility	 of	 certain	 debates	 (classically	
exposed	by	studies	linked	to	racial	issues,	selectivity,	police	









This	 goes	 back	 to	 the	 idea	 that	 there	 is	 a	 wide	
misunderstanding	in	the	images	reading	(image	illiteracy).	
In	order	 to	produce	the	experience	and	the	 teaching,	 it	 is	
imperative	the	interpretation	of	these	images	(their	trajectory,	
traces),	 something	 that	contrasts	with	 the	superficial	 idea	
caused	by	the	reports,	which	often	rely	on	mere	visual	and	
linguistic clichés	 to	meet	 a	viewer/user.	This	perspective	
of distinction enunciates the form of recent technological 




Still	worth	mentioning	 that,	 by	 combining	 the	 two	
emphasized	points	as	distinctive	for	criminological	media	
directions,	the	possibility	of	producing	what	would	be	an	
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and	 speeches,	 or	 the	 problematic	 invisibility	 caused	
by	 the	 criminological	media	 approach,	 there	 is	 also	 the	
technologically	managed	possibility	of	fictional	construction,	
ready	 to	 fulfill	 people’s	 desires	 or	 algorithms	 toward	 a	
greater	 profitability	 and	better	 body	management.	 This	
allows	us	to	consider	that	the	media	criminology	changes	
(in	 the	use	of	 images,	 speeches,	etc.)	 currently	due	 to	 the	
transformations	made	in	society	itself,	so	that	its	fulfillment	






practices	 of	 discipline	 and	 control	 combined	with	 the	
parameters	of	the	current	neoliberal-technological	capitalism	
in	 the	Brazilian	post-democratic	state,	media	criminology	
presents	 itself	 as	part	 of	 the	 central	 strategy	 in	 the	 task	




cuts/frames,	 current	 communication	will	perpetuate	 the	
invisibility	of	certain	contents	(social	damages),	relegating	
data,	pages	or	 specific	 searches	 to	 access	 certain	 texts	or	
97 KAKUTANI,	2018,	p.	85.
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drug	war	policy	 of	 government	 based	 on	 the	 epidemic	





problems	 or	 the	 consequences	 of	 the	 power	 of	 death/
elimination,	either	because	of	the	complexity	of	the	themes,	
or	for	purely	marketing	reasons.
Furthermore,	 (c)	 it	 should	be	 remembered	 that	 the	
selectivity	typically	associated	with	criminological	studies	
would	 not	 only	 be	 reinforced	 by	 already	 stereotyped	





98 THE	 INTERCEPT	BRAZIL,	 2019b.	 “For	 the	 survey,	 Fiocruz	used	 the	










why	people	quickly	accept	 information	 that	 supports	 their	beliefs	 and	
rejects	those	that	challenge	them.	Simple.	First	impressions	are	hard	to	
dismiss,	because	 there	 is	 a	primitive	 instinct	 to	defend	one’s	 territory,	
because	 people	 tend	 to	 produce	 emotional	 rather	 than	 intellectual	
responses	when	questioned	and	are	averse	 to	 carefully	 examining	 the	
evidence.
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(d)	 Finally,	 technological	 control	devices	 (as	 in	 the	 case	
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